CHAPTER XVII
FOOTWAYS
under the Road Traffic Act 1930, Sec 58, proper and sufficient
footpaths must be provided on all roads wherever necessary. Foot-
paths vary considerably in width and type; a usual preliminary
is the construction of a kerb and channel.
Kerfyng and Channelling.
The primary uses of kerbstones are :—
 1.	To act as a guide to traffic, particularly during dark or in foggy
weather.
 2.	To assist in guiding surplus water from roads and sidewalks into
gulleys.
 3.	To define, support and protect the footpath; also, to a limited
extent, to take thrust from the carriage-way.
If natural stone is used, the choice lies between grit rock and non-
slip granite. The dimensions will vary according to circumstances,
such as type of road and facilities for supply.
The kerbstone may be laid with the broad face upwards—this
gives a good appearance—or as edging with the narrow face upwards.
Common sizes are 10 or 12 in. wide by 6 or 8 in. thick; the length
is usually about 1 yd.
The kerb face should be tooled, in the case of natural stone, to the
slope of the footpath; the edge, or arris, is often chamfered, as also
is the vertical face when concrete edgings are used; the height above
carriage-way should be about 4 in. Kerbs intended to prevent
vehicles from leaving the pavement as a safety measure should be at
least 9 in. high, with a batter of 1-2 in.
The kerbs may be laid on a 4-in. bed of cinders, with the joints
set in lime mortar; in busy or narrow roads they should be laid on
at least 4 in. thickness of concrete. Kerbs may be painted white or
yellow to give greater reflection of light; red or white reflector dots
set in the kerbs at frequent intervals have been found helpful to
traffic; kerbs have been tried with a series of depressions or raised
ribs to give a high visibility, but so far these are experimental
Beeent developments in method of air-entrained cement and
concrete show that kerbs need not deteriorate or disintegrate by the
action of frost to the same degree as hitherto.
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